
Press Release: Screening the top 18 films from the 2024 Vista Foundation 48Hours.
The Vista Foundation 48Hours is presented by The Vista Foundation, in association with Te Tuma 
Whakaata Taonga / New Zealand Film Commission. 

The Vista Foundation 48Hours Grand Finals 
8pm, June 27th, 2024

Embassy Theatre, Wellington.

Buy tickets here - 
https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2024/vista-foundation-48hours-grand-finals-2024/wellington
Trailer Link

The Vista Foundation 48Hours is a cornerstone of the New Zealand film industry, running for 21 years 
and offering an exhilarating platform for both emerging and established filmmakers. The annual 
competition is NZ's largest guerrilla filmmaking event. Teams from all corners of New Zealand are 
tasked with writing, shooting, and editing a short film within a 48-hour window on 17th to 19th May, 
2024.

In 2024, we had 570 teams register for the competition and 499 eligible films submitted. Nationwide 
there were 162 School teams and 86 Tertiary Teams involved, with 30 teams giving the solo/duo a go!

Wellington had 181 teams this year and has seen year on year growth in competitors since 2021. This 
year the region had the highest turnout of teams in the country, surpassing Auckland at 171 and 
cracking a new record for the capital!  

There were 33 online and in-person heats screenings across the country gathering together 
filmmakers from each region. We had 68 volunteer judges who dedicated their time and their industry 
experience to the competition.

National Manager Ness Patea said “Each year the competition grows in a multitude of ways and this 
year it has taken on a life of its own. We are really proud of our national competition which is providing 
a solid platform to showcase and recognise our home-grown filmmakers.”

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2024/vista-foundation-48hours-grand-finals-2024/wellington
https://youtu.be/sRfkyjPDcoE?feature=shared


Filmmakers are recognised with awards and ultimately vie for the prestigious title of Grand National 
Champion. The competition culminates in a spectacular Grand Finals event, which for the first time 
will be held at the Embassy Theatre in Wellington on 27th July.

The top fifteen films will screen and the 3 Sir Peter Jackson Wildcards. The awards will go out to the 
teams who rise above to the national level. Tickets for this fun creative event are available on the 
Eventfinda website or via the 48Hours website.

The 2024 National Judging Panel includes Sir Peter Jackson, Dame Gaylene Preston, Elijah Wood,
Mette-Marie Kongsved, Viva La Dirt League, Jess Hong, Jon Kroll, James Ashcroft, Damon Fepulea’i,  
Desray Armstrong, Jill McNab, Emma Slade, Brian and Julie Cadzow, Abba-Rose Vaiaoga-Ioasa and 
Stallone Vaiaoga-Ioasa. 

National Awards and Prizes

Grand National Champion 2024 - Supported by WingNut Films
The Grand National Champion APEE
$20,000 cash prize from WingNut Films
$20,000 worth of post production services from Park Road Post Production
$15,000 worth of gear hire from Portsmouth Film Equipment Rental
x1 Year Digital Pigeon Professional subscription (valued at US $900 a year)
x1 one year Patron Subscription to Letterboxd

Grand National Runner Up - Supported by WingNut Films
$5000 cash prize from WingNut Films
x1 Year Digital Pigeon Professional subscription (valued at US $900 a year)
x1 one year Patron subscription to Letterboxd

15 (4th - 18th) Grand Finalists
x1 year Digital Pigeon Freelance subscription (valued at US $300 a year)
x1 one year Patron subscription to Letterboxd

Best Solo/Duo Team - Chosen by Ant Timpson
$1000 cash

Viva La Dirt League Best Comedy
$2000 cash

Rubber Monkey Best Cinematography
$3000 Rubber Monkey Rentals Voucher
Atomos Shinobi 5.2" 4K HDMI Monitor worth $562
SmallRig 4292 VB99 Pro Mini V Mount Battery worth $489 
DJI RS 3 Pro Gimbal Stabilizer worth $1189

Best School Team
$1000 cash
$1000 of Ulanzi gear from Rubber Monkey
Up to 10 youth/adult passes to Hobbiton Movie Set
2 x one year Patron subscription to Letterboxd

L'affare Incredibly Strange Award
$1000 cash
L'affare prize pack

https://www.parkroad.co.nz/
https://portsmouth.co.nz/
https://www.digitalpigeon.co.nz/
https://letterboxd.com/
https://www.digitalpigeon.co.nz/
https://letterboxd.com/
https://www.digitalpigeon.co.nz/
https://letterboxd.com/
https://www.rubbermonkey.co.nz/
https://www.rubbermonkey.co.nz/Atomos-Shinobi-5-2-4K-HDMI-Monitor
https://www.rubbermonkey.co.nz/SmallRig-4292-VB99-Pro-Mini-V-Mount-Battery
https://www.rubbermonkey.co.nz/DJI-RS-3-Pro-Gimbal-Stabilizer
https://www.rubbermonkey.co.nz/Ulanzi
https://www.rubbermonkey.co.nz/
https://www.hobbitontours.com/
https://letterboxd.com/
https://www.laffare.co.nz/


Dame Gaylene Preston & WIFT Best female/gender diverse director
$1000 Cash (from WIFT) - judged by Dame Gaylene Preston
x1 year membership to WIFT

New Zealand Filmmaker's Collective Best Disqualified Award
Best disqualified award/trophy
$200 prezzie card
Entry for the next competition

The Vista Foundation 48Hours is presented by The Vista Foundation, in association with Te Tuma 
Whakaata Taonga / New Zealand Film Commission. We are grateful for the support of these industry 
giants, along with the WingNut Group and many other generous sponsors. Their backing underscores 
the significance of 48Hours in the landscape of New Zealand filmmaking and sets many filmmakers 
on a path to success in the industry.

IMAGES LINK  - Media Photos 2024
LINK to all the City Finals Events - City Finals

Quotes from Teams: “The best thing about the weekend was working with a new team of young 
filmmakers for their first 48-hour competition. It was incredibly rewarding to see each member of the 
team embracing new roles in the industry and discovering their passions. Witnessing their enthusiasm 
and dedication to learning and creating together was truly inspiring. It's moments like these that 
remind me of the excitement and potential within the filmmaking community, and it fills me with 
optimism for the future of the industry.”

“A massive buzz at the launch with splatter -  They were probably going there somehow,someway 
regardless, but to get that genre started it all off with a literal roar.”

“We had so much fun spending time together, especially as young queer filmmakers filming in a 
young queer city. Protect queer art!”
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